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A Moorish captain, at the head of but 700 Berbers,
surprised and occupied Cordova. Archidona, Malaga, Elvira,
all surrendered to the Arab. Taric pressed on to Toledo. The
Gothic nobility fled at his approach, and the royal city
opened her gates to the invader. Such was the eagerness of
submission and treaty, that the governor of Cordova is recorded
as the only chief who fell, without conditions, a prisoner into
the hands of the Saracens.1

The bishops disappeared. The people were indifferent.
Spain was abandoned to the Arab. It was something more
than a conquest. It was a social revolution. The Jews were
avenged of their persecutors. The slave was set free. The old
things indeed had passed away. All things had as in a moment
become new. What was the long struggle of the barbarian
hosts three centuries before to the lightning success of this
handful of invaders ?

In the early summer of 712, Musa, jealous of the splendid
and all unexpected success of his lieutenant, crossed the straits
with an army of 18,000 or 20,000 men, and marched northwards
to join Taric at Toledo. Carmona, Seville and many other
cities promptly submitted at his summons. The reduction of
Merida alone delayed for a moment the progress of his arms.
But honourable terms of capitulation were soon accepted, and
Merida enjoyed the clemency of the victors.

The meeting between Musa and Taric is said to have been
stormy and acrimonious. But no military jealousy induced the
Arab to check in any way the career of conquest upon which
his Moorish lieutenant had already entered. Invested with a
more ample authority, Taric was suffered to continue his north-
ward march, and he hastened to the siege and capture of Sara-
gossa, no longer to be Ccesarea Augusta, but Medina Saracusta, at
all times a brave and noble city. Thus the wave of Moslem
conquest spread unchecked over the country. Not even at
remote Astorga did the fugitive Visigoths stand against the
invader. The province retained its independence, but the
capital submitted at the approach of Taric, in the early spring
of 713 ; while Musa, taking an easterly course, reduced Huesca,
Lerida, Tarragona, Barcelona and Gerona. Nor would the
Pyrenees have been the limit of Musa's victorious career, had

but bis entire force did not exceed 12,000 mea    The army under Roderic is
variously estimated at 60,000 or 90,000 men.   Taric, like so many other invaders,
is said to have burned his ships as soon as he had landed on the shores of Spain.
1 Gibbon, chapter li.